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Sorry about the time since the last 
newsletter.  I have been away from 
the country and nobody stepped 
into the breach; more about that 
later  
In the past twelve months little has 
changed.  A State election 
returned a government masters at 
‘spin’ with the best publicity 
machine in any government in 
Australia if not the world.  
Otherwise they would not have 
been re-elected!! Thankfully we  
 

 
have a new team at the head of 
the Opposition and early 
indications are that the Beattie  
Government may not have it all 
their own way this term.   
The administration of Fraser Island 
is much the same and while some 
of the scarce dollars appropriated 
to Fraser Island have been used to 
revamp the Eurong Office, the 
rules strictly governing visitor use 
of the Island have changed little. 
The saga of the Hook Point access 
still bubbles along.  The 
Government spent loads of scarce 
resources ‘upgrading’ the old sand 
mining track so that the beach 
from the barge landing up to the 18 
km mark can be closed.  

 
The reason for the closure is 
based upon the most spurious 
grounds and some of the 
Government’s attitude shows 
through in an answer to a question 
asked in the Queensland  
Parliament on February 20 by the 
Opposition Spokesman on 
Environment.  Mrs Menkens asked 
the question following an enquiry 
to Mr David Gibson the newly 
elected member for Gympie by 
Bob Richter on behalf of Friends of 
Fraser Inc.  

 
The following is a quote from  
HANSARD.   Hook Point Beach, 
Fraser Island 
Mrs MENKENS : I refer the 
Minister for Environment and 
Multiculturalism to her 
government’s plans to close 18 
kilometres of Hook Point beach on 
Fraser Island to traffic, with the 
area closed expected to later rise 
to 25 kilometres. This closure will 
force up to 34,000 cars a year to 
use the alternative route, which is 
dangerous and has the potential to 
cause much more environmental 
damage. Can the minister explain 
why she is closing Hook Point? Is 
this the start of an insidious plan to  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
gradually close down the 
recreational access to Fraser 
Island of Queensland families and 
fishers? 
Ms NELSON-CARR : I thank the 
member for Burdekin for her 
question. I am very pleased to be 
able to answer this question on the 
environment, which is only the 
second that I have been asked in 
the whole time that we have been 
in government. That is quite 
reprehensible. I would have 
thought that the member would 
have been more interested in the 
Burdekin and north Queensland. 
However, I return to her question. 
We are doing this to make that 
section of beach available to 
families, so that they can 
appreciate that absolutely pristine 
part of the world without four-wheel 
drives racing down the beaches, 
which puts people with small 
children in a very unsafe position. 
We will close this section of the 
beach knowing that there is 
another access route that will be 
upgraded regularly by QPWS 
rangers, and that this part of the 
world will be available to those 
who want to escape four-wheel 
drive madness . 
You will note the churlish tone in 
the answer.  This is especially rude 
when it is realised that Mrs 
Menkens has only been the 
Spokesman since the recent 
election.  What the answer reveals 
clearly is the Government’s 
attitude to 4WD use and their blind 
dependence on advisors whose 
doctrinaire mantra is miles ahead 
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of common sense.  In many years 
experience in driving these 
beaches I have never seen anyone 
camp with families on this section 
of beach which is amongst the 
most barren on the Island.  Other  

answers by Government have 
lauded the fact that with vehicle 
closure the number of wading birds 
will increase because the birds’ 
nests will not be destroyed by the 
‘mad 4WD drivers’.  The birds they 
speak of do not nest on Fraser 
Island, they are migratory and 
spend our winter in Siberia 
(Russia) where they nest!  
The road that will be ‘upgraded’ 
regularly is twisty, has a loose 
surface and will need ‘upgrading’ 
hourly to maintain anything 
approaching a safe surface, 
whereas the beach is ‘graded’ 
twice daily for nothing.  The track 
off the beach will become very 
boggy in dry weather and no body 
should be driving the alternate 
track with low pressure in their 
tyres as tyre failure will surely 
follow. 
Altogether yet another disaster of 
the Beattie Government and yet 
another example of where ideology 
is allowed to overtake common 
sense.  But, then again we need 
only to look at camping policy, 
dingo management, road closures, 
fire management and fish offal 
burial to name but a few of the 
environmental ideologies that have 
brought the experience on this 

once laid back holiday destination 
into serious question.  
THE ORCHID BEACH STORY 
We recently attended the launch of 
this quite excellent book detailing 
the history of the establishment of 

the Orchid Beach Resort.  The  
book written by Sir Reginald 
Barnwell, tells in easy prose of the 
trials and tribulations of 
establishing a resort on Fraser 
Island.  There are some great 
photos that bring back memories 
for those of us old enough to 
remember many of the instances 
described. 
At the launches, one in Hervey 
Bay and one in Brisbane, it was 
great to be able to catch up with 
many ‘old timers’ most of whom 
are disappointed with the current 
direction of Fraser Island 
administration.  
PETITION: 
Along with this newsletter you will 
receive a Petition Form about the 
above road and proposed beach 
closure.  Please fill in as many 
names as you legitimately can and 
return the document to:-  
Mr David Gibson, MP Member 
for Gympie,  
PO Box 1277, GYMPIE QLD 4570   
by 13 April.   
Mr Gibson will present the petition 
on our behalf and while I have little 
faith in petitions, provided we can 
get a goodly number of signatures 
at least the Government will see 
that one section of the Tourism 
sector is upset with their proposal 

and you never know, we may just 
be able to change their minds.  Of 
course there is no better way to 
change an MPs mind than to have 
a number of constituents 
complaining about his/her actions 
and so a visit to your local 
member’s office would also be 
excellent. 
Also, there is an E-Petition 
available on the Parliamentary 
Website.  

There is also a link on Friends of 
Fraser website for your 
convenience  
 
AGM: 
Yes, it is that time of the year 
again and our AGM will take place 
on Saturday 31 March at 60 
Roscommon Road, Boondall QLD.  
At this AGM we will need to 
seriously discuss the future 
direction that our organisation is to 
take so your presence at the 
meeting would be greatly 
appreciated.  If you are unable to 
attend please fill out the proxy form 
and if you have a view on the 
future direction the organisation 
should take please take the time to 
jot down your ideas.  

ACTION: 
�  Please take time to get 

signatures on the petition 
and mail the document 
back to David Gibson 

�  Please put 31 March in 
your diary and attend the 
AGM 

�  Please fill out a proxy form 
if you are unable to attend 
the AGM 

�  Please let us know your 
thoughts on the future 
direction that Friends of 
Fraser should take. 

 
LinPowell 
 
For Friends of Fraser Incorporated  

 

www.parliament.qld.gov.au/view/
EPetitions_QLD/CurrentEPetitio
ns.aspx?LIndex=1 


