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The first newsletter for 2004 is a bit late and for 
this I apologise. 

 
Our organisation was shocked and saddened by 
the sudden passing of Vice President, Ed 
Ozolins. At the young age of 50 
years Ed suffered a massive 
heart attack and passed away. 
Ed was one of the driving forces 
of this organisation and his 
enthusiasm and drive will be 
sorely missed. Our condolences 
have been passed along to his 
wife Lyndall and his son and daughter, Michael 
and Krista.   

 
I trust that many of you experienced the delights 
of Fraser Island during the Christmas, New Year 
period. The Island was surely busy.  The beach 
that was closed in the latter part of 2003 was 
partly reopened during November and many 
campers took advantage of that section of beach. 
Nobody would have any objection to sections of 
beach being closed for regeneration if we were 
certain that they would be reopened after a 
suitable period. The fear of long term campers is 
that eventually all beach camping will be closed 
thus removing yet another freedom enjoyed by a 
significant number of visitors. 

 
Just before the holiday season my attention was 
drawn to a statement by Minister Wells that 
rangers were given ‘move on’ powers to deal 
with those not camping in ‘safe’ areas.  This 
power was granted by regulation. Most people 
would not realise that 
regulations are used to make 
legislation workable. The 
regulations are tabled in the 
Parliament for 14 sitting days 
during which they can be 
challenged by a Member of Parliament. Once 
challenged, the regulation must then be debated 
in the Parliament and if defeated is then ruled 
invalid.  
By enacting a regulation when it did, the 
Government effectively could enforce that 
regulation without any challenge until the  

 
Parliament next meets. In the case of this 
particular regulation, which gives rangers,  
similar powers to that of a Police Officer without 
the additional training, the regulation  
will be in force for at least 4 months without 
scrutiny. A most unhealthy situation that I could 
not interest any media in. While I have not been 
told of any ranger exercising the power now 
vested in him, the fact remains that the powers 
being advanced to rangers seems far too much 
for people not trained as Police Officers. As far 
as camp location is concerned, it would be far 
more positive that if when the camping permit 
was being issued the issuing officer could give 
the camper some advice on where 
it would be suitable to camp.  
I know that whenever I have 
received a permit, no question is 
asked of where I wanted to camp 
or how experienced I was. Instead 
of making rangers into pseudo police officers, it 
would seem to be far more positive to have them 
to be friendly helpers of visitors, and get away 
from the ‘penalty will apply’ mentality. 

 
Since our last newsletter another icon of Fraser 
Island has left. Norma Hannant has sold her 
Cathedral Beach Resort and Camping Ground to 
The Fraser Island Company. This leaves really 
only one independent operator on Fraser Island, 
Bill Bennett at Orchid Beach. Norma’s deserved 
retirement from Cathedral Beach will leave a 
large gap in the number of people with a first 
hand knowledge of the history of Fraser Island.  
She and her late husband Geoff developed 
Cathedral Beach from virgin scrub with their bare 
hands. I can well remember visiting them during 
the development stages and greeting them with 
blackened faces and tired muscles as they 
realised their dream of creating the excellent 
facility that is Cathedral Beach today. Norma  
has been a great advocate for Fraser Island and 
has always been measured and factual in her 
representations. Her participation as a member 
of the Community Advisory Committee always 
balanced the more strident and remote views of 
those not intimately associated with Fraser 
Island.   
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She has some magnificent photos of the flora 
and fauna of the Island that should not be lost 
into some dusty archive.   
Hopefully, Norma will keep up her interest in 
Fraser Island and remain active in our sister 
organisation, the Fraser Island Association.  
 
Recently, I took some overseas visitors on a day 
trip to the Island. As part of our visit we went to 
Lake Allom, more commonly known as AB Lake. 
The Parks Service has done a good job on the 
public facilities there and the viewing platform for 
the lake is particularly well done.  Not so tasteful 
is the plaque dedicated to the late secretary of 
FIDO with special reference to the lady’s 
contribution to the Labor 
Party. I have no objection to 
the information about how 
the lake received its current 
name being made public but 
I believe that it is in quite 
bad taste to adulate a person because of their 
political affiliation and for their work in a very 
small organisation.  It does give the clear 
impression that for one to be listened to by this 
present Government one has to be a card-
carrying member of their particular political party. 
Hardly democracy is it? 
 
The ownership of Fraser Island continues to 
bubble along controversially. The ‘indigi’ passes 
that were being sold by a Rainbow Beach group 
were quite properly declared illegal. The group 
then made them available free via the internet.  
Hopefully, no one is taken in by the claims and 
takes them as a legal alternative to the access 
permit.  
There is on Fraser Island an area of land set 
aside expressly for Aboriginal Education and 
Cultural pursuits. This piece of land was set-
aside in the late 1980’s so that an educational 
and tourist facility could be established.   
In association with the local (Hervey Bay) 
aboriginal groups, the Queensland University 
was involved. Along with some personnel 
changes, the thrust of the facility was changed to 
what we see there today.  
This facility could become a valuable asset to the 
Tourist experience on Fraser Island and it would 
seem that if the Rainbow Beach group really 
wanted to contribute to the aboriginal tourist 
experience they should get together with those 
responsible for the facility beside the Woralie 
Track and assist them in their endeavours. 
 
By the time this is read the State elections will be 
history. At the time of writing it seems that the 
Beattie Government will be returned. In the next 
term of this Government we must renew our 
efforts to have the Government listen to us and 
the other users of Fraser Island. I am saddened 
by the number of people of my vintage who feel 
so disenfranchised by the Government that they 
no longer see Fraser Island as their recreational 
area. Somehow we must redouble our efforts to  

 
make the Government see what is happening. It 
is of no use speaking and lobbying the rangers or 
public servants on the ground as in the end it is 
not they who make policy. It is the Government 
that makes the policy and it’s the Government we 
have to get through to.   
 
The new cabinet has been announced and there 
is a new Minister for Environment, 
John Mikel. Dean Wells didn’t even get 
into the new cabinet so it seems that 
Mr Beattie had a similar view to us on 
his value. We will make every effort to 
establish good relationships with the new 
minister. 
 
The second edition of ‘Sand Paper’ has been 
published and there are some interesting topics 
in this latest publication. 
One of interest is from the ‘Police File’ section 
headed by ‘Sticker to save lives’.  
Senior Constable Paul Lehfeldt created a sticker, 
which reminds people of the dangers of driving 
on the beach. The sticker shows a 4WD Troop 
Carrier on its roof. It carries the message:- 

 
If only one passenger had said something! 

7 flown to hospital,  
3 head injuries, 1 ruptured intestine. 
Driver sentenced to 3 months jail. 

Don’t let the driver spoil your holiday! Say 
something! 

 
These stickers are to be stuck on the inside of 
the windscreen of hire vehicles where 
passengers can see the sticker and hopefully be 
encouraged to say something to a driver who’s 
being stupid. 
This project is supported by most 4WD hire 
companies, the resorts at Kingfisher Bay and 
Eurong and Air Fraser. What a great idea! 
 
 I’m sure all of our members are aware our 
organisation must be run as efficiently and 
economically as possible. With this in mind we 
would like if possible to be able to email your 
newsletter to our financial members.  
We realise that this method of communication 
may not suit everyone so you will have a choice. 
On your next membership renewal form please 
indicate in the appropriate box’s your email 
address and wheather you would like your 
newsletter emailed to you. If you would like your 
newsletter emailed to you, please print your 
email address clearly.  
Also, all our  ‘newsletters’ are available for 
download direct from our website.   
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Lin Powell 
 
For Friends of Fraser Incorporated  

 


