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Your Editor has been absent for twelve months but is how
back on the East Coast and ready again to keep members
informed of the Association’s activities.

During the absence | travelled in all other States of
Australia, caravanning and staying in many National Parks.
In most other States the contrast between the
administration of National Parks and that of Queensland is
stark. For example only in Queensland are there so many
signs in Parks headed ‘PROHIBITED HERE’ and
‘PENALITIES APPLY’. Almost universally, other States
adopt a far more user-friendly approach to their parks.
Probably the park we liked best was the Mount William
National Park in north-eastern Tasmania. The campground
was adjacent the beach, no stupid ‘buffer’ zone, had clean
toilets and a rubbish bin! In fact
rubbish bins were provided in most of
the parks visited. Nowhere did we
experience the mess that is evident
today on Fraser Island. Many of the
parks were far more remote than is
Fraser Island and few if any had the
ranger numbers that Fraser Island has.
In Western Australia, many of the parks have volunteers
who ‘control’ the camping. These are usually ‘grey nomads’
who spend a portion of their touring stationed at a
campground assisting with the booking in of campers and
in keeping the toilets clean and the bins empty. | do not
know what they are paid but | had the impression that they
had free use of the park and campground while they were
working there. Whatever, it works well and there is a
friendly person to greet the newcomer and one who has
some experience in both travelling with a caravan and
experience in the park. | guess the word that seems to
make them useful is ‘experience’, something seemingly
lacking from the rangers encountered on Fraser.

Road Safety.

A thorny topic when related to Fraser Island. Many people
lamented the establishment of a Police Station on the
Island claiming that their freedoms would be curtailed.
According to the population test, the number of Police
stationed on the Island is high but in reality they can do
little because of the peculiar nature of the Island. In a
recent trip to the Island over two days | did not see one
policeman and only one ranger and he was driving on the
wrong side of a two-way track!

It is high time that the backpacker organisations were
stopped from allowing troop carriers to have the full
complement of passengers and all the luggage and
camping gear placed on top. Even with experienced drivers
this can be a recipe for disaster but with inexperienced and

exuberant overseas drivers it is tantamount to
irresponsibility. | know they are complying with the law and
we don’t want to see further restrictions placed on
otherwise careful drivers but the current practice with
backpacker groups needs serious reconsideration before a
really major disaster occurs.

Backpackers get the worst reputation for traffic violations
and accidents on Fraser but from my experiences driving
against the traffic flow on a holiday weekend, the
backpackers were the least of the problem. The worst
experience was with convoys of 4WD s travelling north
after disembarking the barge at Hook Point. They had just
come onto the island and couldn’t have known conditions,
they were travelling too fast and without due regard for .

oncoming traffic which some were trying to - .fﬁ
force into the water. One expects = ‘ )
(e

better behaviour from organised 7
groups and the presence of the e
Police would have had a
dampening effect on their
behaviour.

Then there are the buses. As mentioned above | had the
experience of a ranger boring along on the incorrect side of
the track behind Indian Head. He was hotly followed by a
bus, which had no intention of moving onto the correct side
forcing me to brake heavily to avoid a head on crash. The
track although dampened from rain had been ploughed up
very thoroughly by four vehicles towing very large boats.
Their thoughtlessness had made the track extremely
difficult for following traffic and that was made even more
difficult by the antics of the NP vehicle and the bus. It was
interesting to note that the tracks frequented by the buses
had been graded but other tracks were very rough and in
desperate need of attention. All of which reinforces the
view that the decision makers on Fraser seem to do all in
their power to put the mum & dad tourist off in favour of the
organised tour groups.

Community Advisory Committee

As with all World Heritage areas, Fraser Island has a
Community Advisory Committee. The committee is
supposed to advise the Government on what the
community in which the WHA is situated wants as far as
administration is concerned. To say that the FI CAC does
not do that is probably an understatement. Have a look at
its composition and you will readily see why the local
community is ignored.

Mr David Hay, Chairman, Mr Clyde Coombs, residential, Mr
Ron Neller, educational, Mr John Sinclair, conservation, Mr
George Haddock, conservation, Ms Rhonda Cook,
conservation, Mr Eric Parups, residential landowner, Mr
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John Harvey, commercial (Kingfisher), Mr Gary Smith,
commercial (Kingfisher), Mr Shane Boyd, Tour Operator,
(Fraser Island Company), Mr Mike West, tour operator,
(FIDO ?) Ms Frances Gala, indigenous, Ms Marie
Wilkinson, indigenous, Mr Martin Bellert, Sunfish, Mr Phil
Augustine, recreational interests, Mr Terry Bailey & Ms
Julia Mulligan, Commonwealth Observers, and 4 NPA
Officers. | have no idea of whom David Hay is or whom
he represents or where he hails from. Martin Bellert and
Phil Augustine are the only two not representing a
vested interest. No doubt Eric Parups and Clyde
Coombs join with the other two on behalf of the ordinary
users of Fraser Island, their voices are small compared
with the vast majority on the committee. It is completely
wrong to call the committee a community committee
because it does not even approach that aim. In other
words it is a colossal waste of time.

Great Sandy Marine Park

Early in February the Government issued a document with
plans to create the above Marine Park. Some public
meetings were held in Gympie, Maryborough, Bundaberg
and Hervey Bay. There was enormous opposition
expressed at all the meetings and local MsP said that they
received huge numbers of calls on the issue. Submissions
eventually closed on 14 March and we await with interest
the result. There are some good aspects about the
proposal but it fails every test when it is realised that
commercial trawling and netting will be able to continue
unabated in Gt Sandy Strait and along the western
beaches of Fraser Island, around the
Cape and down to Ngkala Rocks.

The proposal was supposed to attract
support on environmental grounds and |
likened it to allowing sand mining on Fraser.
Fortunately, the ‘information’ meetings attracted

wide spread interest and the NP officers were left in no
doubt as to what people thought of the idea. If the same
interest had been stirred up in the early 1990s when the
proposals for Fraser Island were published, | doubt we’'d be
in the mess that we're in today. But then, in the early 1990s
we were used to a Government that listened to the
majority. How things have changed!!

AGM

The Annual Meeting was recently conducted and there are
a couple of changes to the executive. The committee for
2005 is listed on our website. The committee is anxious to
receive feedback from members and you are urged to
contact us about what you see on Fraser. You can be
assured of confidentiality if that is what you require.

If you have any ideas that we can use to lobby officialdom,
we’d love to hear from you. In the meantime we soldier on
in an effort to continue to have Fraser Island kept available
for everyone not just the young fit preservationists who
would want to dominate and regulate our visits there.

Lin Powell
From our new President

My name is Dean Monaghan. At the last AGM Lin Powell
resigned from the President’s position due to other
commitments. Lin is an astute man with a wealth of
knowledge dealing with Fraser Island and understands the
issues we are trying to address. He did however agree to
remain on the committee, and his advice will be greatly
appreciated. Due to the inability at this moment to find a
substitute with the necessary requirements this

organisation demands, | am now the new President and
would be pleased if any member can offer advice,
assistance, or relay any problems they may have
encountered on Fraser Island.

What is happening on Fraser Island at this point in time is:

We have the reduction of campsites at Waddy Point and no
Generators or fires allowed. Waddy has now been
designated as an official camp area where you must book
to have the privilege to camp there. In short the Island is
being systematically shut down to the ordinary family man,
fisherman or camper and handed over to Tour Operators.
You only have to take a drive from the bottom of the island
to the top and look at the “No Camping” signs, “ Road
Closed” signs, and the other signs that exclude the general
public. However, it would appear that a number of these
closures are not excluded to some tour operators, netters,
resort owners and a few so-called green people, whilst we
the actual owners of the Island are being ignored. A
National Park belongs to the people and should not be the
preserve of some power hungry bureaucrat! We pay their
wage so if they cannot do their job or do not listen get rid of
them.

The next proposed closure is from Inskip Point to Noosa
Heads. Should you wish to visit or travel that section of the
beach you will need a second permit which will not include
Fraser Island. You will need two permits should you choose
to travel that way. Not bad seeing it is a gazetted public
road and when you drive below the high water mark
according to the Constitution of Australia, you are in fact,
on Commonwealth property.

The Recreational Area Management Act that was revised
and reprinted on the 4th December 2004 has powers that
to my mind are a huge infringement on our civil liberties. |
do not know of any judicial system that has gone to these
extremes. As an example:

23 General powers of authorised officers

(1) An authorised officer, in addition to such other powers
and duties as from time to time devolve upon the
authorised officer under this Act may:-

(f) question, with respect to matters under this Act, the
owner or occupier of any place, every person whom the
authorised officer finds in any place, and every person who
has been within the preceding 6 months employed in or on
any place to ascertain whether this Act has been or is
being complied with, and require any such person to
answer the questions put and to sign a declaration of the
truth of the person’s answers;

“place” includes any house, office, room, tent, building,
erection, structure, premises (whether upon land or water),
ship, vessel, vehicle, and any road, street, thoroughfare,
alley, right of way (whether public or private), and any land,
whether public or private and whether enclosed or
otherwise, and includes any part of any place.

We do not give the Police the same powers when dealing
with crime so why give it to a Park Ranger? Is it because
they do not want us there so more room can be made for
tour operators and backpackers? | do not know. But, | do
know one thing. If we continue down this track the only way
your children and their children will ever see this Island will
be out of the window of a tour bus. The situation is out of
control and it is time to stand up for your rights. Write to
your local member and voice your objections to the way the
Island is being administered.

Dean Monaghan

For Friends of Fraser Incorporated
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